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The Hellenistic period in the ancient 

Mediterranean (c.323-31 BCE) saw the 

invention of screws, pistons, and steam-

driven toys, along with numerous ad-

vances in the size and scale of weapon-

ry.  What influence did these develop-

ments have on the use of mechanics in 

contemporary medicine?  Marquis Ber-

rey will investigate the different respons-

es of three royal physicians, 

whose attitudes toward technology can 

be correlated with their understanding 

of the social power and performance of 

medicine. 


